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SUBJECT: ILO - THE CSC CONTEMPLATES AN 1 1TH HOUR SALVAGE 
OPERATION 

REF: BRUSSELS 6881 

SUMMARY: BELGIUM’S CHRISTIAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION (CSC) 

DECLARES RECENT ILO CONFERENCE POORLY SERVED WORKER'S 
INTERESTS AND ANNOUNCES AN EFFORT THROUGH WCL AND ETUC 
TO SAVE THE ORGANIZATION. CSC PRESIDENT HOUTHUYS 
TELLS US THAT HIS INITIATIVE DERIVES FROM HIS BELIEF 
THAT U.S. WILL PROBABLY QUIT ILO AND MANY EUROPEAN COUN- 
TRIES WOULD FOLLOW. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . A JUNE 29 STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE BUREAU OF THE 
BELGIAN CONFEDERATION OF CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONS (CSC) 
DECLARED THAT THE RECENT ILO CONFERENCE AT GENEVA 
HAD POORLY SERVED THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKERS OF THE 
WORLD. THE BUREAU REGRETTED THAT SOCIAL JUSTICE AND 
PROGRESS - PARTICULARLY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES - HAD 
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THEREBY BEEN HAMPERED. IT NOTED THAT THE ABSENCE OF 
TRIPARTITISM AND THE ACTION OF POLITICAL BLOCS MENACED 
THE EXISTENCE OF THE ONLY WORLD BODY WHERE WORKERS HAVE 
AN EFFECTIVE VOICE. THE STATEMENT ENDED WITH THE 
FOLLOWING SENTENCE: "THE CSC WILL UNDERTAKE THROUGH 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION BODIES - AND PARTICULARLY 
THROUGH THE WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOR AND THE 
EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONGRESS - EFFORTS WHICH WILL PERMIT 
THE ILO TO PURSUE ITS ACTIVITIES." 

2. COMMENTING ON THIS FINAL SENTENCE, CSC PRESIDENT JEF 
HOUTHUYS TOLD THE USEC AND EMBASSY LABOR ATTACHES THAT 
HE VERY MUCH FEARS THAT THE UNITED STATES INTENDS TO 
WITHDRAW FROM THE ILO - AND THAT IT WILL BE FOLLOWED 

BY MANY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. HOUTHUYS FEELS THAT IT IS 
ESSENTIAL THAT THE ORGANIZATION BE SAVED. HE BELIEVES 
THAT ANY U.S. INCLINATION TOWARDS WITHDRAWAL WILL ONLY BE 
STRENGTHENED BY A PASSIVE ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF ITS 
FRIENDS. HE IS THEREFORE URGING THE WCL, THE ETUC AND 
THE ICFTU TO INITIATE A "WORKERS LOBBY" WITH ARAB, 

THIRD WORLD AND COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, WARNING OF THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF THE THREAT TO THE ORGANIZATION AND URGING 
THEM TO ALTER THEIR POSITIONS. 

3. COMMENT: HOUTHUYS REALIZES THAT THE HOUR IS LATE. 

BUT HE IS DETERMINED ON A TRY TO FORESTALL OUR WITHDRAWAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BRUSSE 07421 061026Z 

AND KEEP ILO ALIVE. CHAMBERS 
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